Sarah Thomas

Friday, August 20, 1999
The boyfriend of a woman who collapsed in police custody and later died is planning to stage a demonstration to push for a full inquiry.  Paul Doyle told a public meeting in Hackney the investigation into the death of Welsh student Sarah Thomas should be conducted by an outside force. 

Ms Thomas, 34, who lived in north London and came from Newport, had taken cocaine before she suffered a fit at Stoke Newington police station.  Ms Thomas had been arrested by plain clothes police officers for a public order offence in Finsbury Park on Wednesday.  She was transferred to Homerton Hospital where she died late on Friday night. 

The Police Complaints Authority has launched an investigation but Mr Doyle insists it should not involve officers from the after the death of a woman who collapsed in police custody.  The case was voluntarily referred to the Police Complaints Authority by the Metropolitan Police. 

Jo Dobry, from the PCA, said: "This will be a very comprehensive investigation, including what happened prior to her arrest. The result will be passed to the Coroner for the public inquest." 
'Massive anger' 
Equal rights campaigner Lee Jasper said: "Sarah Thomas's death will cause massive anger and outrage among ethnic minorities."   Mr Jasper said he was unhappy with PCA investigations into deaths in custody.  "We have been pushing for a long time for a more vigorous lay involvement in PCA investigations.  "Ordinary people should be able to hear the evidence from police officers as it is given," he said. 
'Air of secrecy' 
Deborah Coles, co-director of Inquest, a campaign and advice group for people who have died in police custody, said she was "disturbed and angered" by Ms Thomas's death.  "There has been an air of secrecy and confusion about her death. We can have no confidence in the PCA inquiry which relies on the police investigating other police," she said.  "This is the second death in police custody in six months. It reinforces the need for a completely independent inquiry into deaths in police custody." 

	Justice for Sarah Thomas,

11/6/2001 
Sarah Thomas, a young, gifted, black woman who was studying Architecture at Middlesex University, was arrested, according to the police, for "acting suspiciously", but collapsed and stopped breathing in Stoke Newington Police Station on 4th August 1999. She was taken to hospital but never recovered consciousness and was pronounced dead on 6th August 1999.



	Sarah Thomas, a young, gifted, black woman who was studying Architecture at Middlesex University, was arrested, according to the police, for "acting suspiciously", but collapsed and stopped breathing in Stoke Newington Police Station on 4th August 1999. She was taken to hospital but never recovered consciousness and was pronounced dead on 6th August 1999. Sarah's death was yet another death in suspicious circumstances involving the police. 
Stoke Newington Police Station have one of the highest rates of death in custody, unlawful arrest and violence against those arrested, especially involving black and ethnic minority people. Over œ1 million has been paid by the Metropolitan Police, out of public funds, to people taking successful action against officers at Stoke Newington Police Station for wrongful arrest, unlawful violence etc. 
Currently, Sarah's death is being investigated by the Metropolitan Police under the supervision of Tony Williams, an officer from the Police Complaints Authority, (PCS), and an ex‑Army officer. The two plain clothes police officers involved in Sarah's arrest have not even been suspended from their duties. 
Paul Doyle, Sarah's partner, believes that a Police investigation will not provide him with the truth about what happened to Sarah. In countless cases, justice had been denied to the relatives of the dead because successive governments have refused to establish independent investigations in to deaths in police custody.


