David Henderson

Wednesday, 20 June, 2001
The father of a teenager who hanged himself in a cell at a young offender’s institution has told an inquest his son was driven to suicide.
 David Henderson, 18, was discovered hanging from a sheet tied to his cell window at Brinsford Young Offenders Institution in the West Midlands on 17 March last year.  He died five days later in Wolverhampton's New Cross Hospital. 
James Henderson claimed his son killed himself after persistent bullying from other inmates. 

The inquest in Stafford heard on Wednesday that David Henderson had given staff no cause for concern in the days before his death.  It also heard the teenager had made no complaints about bullying.  Giving evidence, nurse Hyacinth Reid said that medical and nursing staff saw Mr Henderson regularly.  She said Mr Henderson was always willing to talk to her and would have had the opportunity to tell her that he was being bullied. 
Ms Reid added he had been prescribed anti-depressants and had been in a "low mood" before his death, but said that was not unusual among inmates.
Condemned conditions 

She said she was aware Mr Henderson had attempted suicide and self-harm in the past. 

But after a lengthy conversation with him on 12 March, days before his death, she was satisfied there was no cause for alarm.  Ms Reid said: "I felt that after the conversation, he appeared satisfied. 

"At that time, I didn't feel that there was a problem. I didn't feel any need to be alarmed." 

She said he gave no indication at any time of being bullied by other inmates and was keen to be taken off the institution's self-harm register prior to a transfer to another institution. 

Last year three inmates took their own lives at Brinsford and there was one death earlier this year. 

In March, the Chief Inspector of Prisons Sir David Ramsbotham condemned conditions as a "disgrace". 

His comments followed an inspection which concluded there was a "breathtaking level of neglect and lack of understanding" towards inmates at the institution.  Sir David described conditions as a "stain" on the Prison Service and said Brinsford's regime put most of its juvenile population "at risk of harm." 

But the institution's governor Danny McAlister said vast improvements had been made since the inspection. 

Friday, 24 November, 2000

An end to sending children of 15 and 16 to jail has been demanded by prisons inspector Sir David Ramsbotham and the Children's Society charity.  Their call follows the publication of a report showing England and Wales lock up more teenagers than any other country in Western Europe. 

It also found that over the last decade, 18 people aged 15 to 17-years-old committed suicide in young offenders' institutions. 
The report says prison is acting as a warehouse for the UK's most damaged and troubled children. 

It says more than half the teenagers in prison in England and Wales suffer from mental illness. 

Children's Society chief executive Ian Sparks said: "Ten years ago 15-year-old Philip Knight hanged himself in Swansea. A decade on little has changed." 

"The system has gone beyond crisis point, which is why we are starting with a call to action to everyone involved in youth justice to immediately end the practice of imprisoning 15 and 16-year-olds awaiting trial.  "This isn't just an issue of government. Everyone from magistrates to lawyers, from police to youth offending teams needs to back us.
Concern over minorities 

"We cannot continue this shameful neglect of troubled young people and call ourselves a civilised society."   There is particular concern over the number of children from ethnic minorities being sent to prison awaiting trial, he added. 

But the report has been attacked by a government agency set up to reform the youth justice system.  The call to stop jailing 15 and 16-year-olds was described as "unrealistic" by Lord Warner, chairman of the Youth Justice Board, which started work earlier this year.  "Calling for something that cannot be achieved could damage the public credibility of the reforms now being implemented," he warned. 

